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By 2030, the Redwood Region will become the first proven carbon-sequestering 
rural area in the U.S., with improved decarbonized resilience across built and 
natural systems, using trusted, replicable community engagement that delivers 
equitable outcomes and benefits.

CORE Goal

CORE Mission

 � COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT Funding and resourcing community convenings and dialogue for 
education, decision-making, and implementation with a strong, trusted, and replicable engagement 
process focused on tangible and beneficial outcomes

 � PRIORITIZING EQUITY Centering equity and justice; ensuring benefits accrue to underrepresented, 
historically and currently marginalized communities first and to the greatest extent 

 � TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE Facilitating broad access to trusted experts, data, and research to build 
capacity, answer questions, address concerns, and increase knowledge sharing

To solve the climate emergency, we act with urgency to help transition our built and natural systems 
to become both decarbonized and resilient at the same time. We do this by:
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By transitioning our built systems to lowest-emission 
operations and optimizing natural systems’ regenera-
tive and carbon ‘sink’ (sequestration) potentials, rural 
areas can adapt and manage against impacts, improve 
local economies and quality of life, zero out their own 
carbon footprint, and help the planet cool. Tribal and 
rural regions contain leadership, knowledge and innovative 
solutions that are crucial to reducing emergencies and 
achieving local, state, national, and global climate and 
resilience goals.  

At the same time, rural and Tribal areas are stretched 
for capacity. Tribal and other local governments have 
major gaps in data, technical analysis, skills, policy 
assistance, and staff time to learn and engage. This lack 
of capacity limits regional teamwork and contributions 
to solutions. Fast capacity-building is needed to meet 
the extent and impacts of the climate crisis, now and 
over time. 

Regional, de-siloed capacity is needed to achieve decarbon-
ized resilience across the systems that matter most—air, 
water, food, energy, land use, transportation, and communi-
cation, among others. Supports for meaningful participation, 
leadership, and authentic engagement—particularly for the 
most vulnerable—are critical for the next decade. 

Decarbonized resilience measures must be understandable, transparent, and beneficial to local com-
munities. Rural and Tribal communities have experienced exploitation with large-scale infrastructure and/
or irresponsible extractive industries. Added dynamics include the politicization of climate change, land use 
friction, inaccessible information, and financial pressures—these dynamics and others can erode confidence 
and progress. We must change these dynamics. Facilitating knowledge exchange in rural jurisdictions and 
sovereign Native American Tribal Nations to enable informed decisions, particularly to benefit those most in 
need, is crucial work at a crucial moment in time. 

Community engagement, public information strategies, and comprehensive and enforceable community 
benefits, coordinated by trusted facilitators—creating tangible benefits as we decarbonize—is the work of to-
day, and indeed may be the ultimate test of human cooperation.  To achieve robust capacity to manage the 
enormous climate emergency, we have to design, fund, and maintain community leadership, engage-
ment, and education, particularly for the next decade.

CORE Opportunity

“By 2030, the Redwood Region 

will become the first proven  

carbon-sequestering rural area 

in the U.S.”

The City of Arcata during an exceptionally  high tide, 
sometimes referred to as a ‘king tide,’ in Feb. 2020  

Photo courtesy of Humboldt State University



Supporting Transitions to Resilient and Decarbonized Communities

CORE 
Redwood Region Climate & Community Resilience (CORE) Hub

Hub

32021 Redwood Region Climate & Community Resilience (CORE) Hub | redwoodcorehub.org | info@redwoodcorehub.org

CORE Actions
In far northwest California, the CORE Hub formed as an answer to regional requests to achieve de-
carbonized resilience, by supporting initiatives,t evidence-based information and analysis, technical 
assistance, equitable community participation and benefits, and planning and policy guidance. Our 
actions broadly include but are not limited to the following:

 � Convene and facilitate healthy civic dialogues, with financial and technical supports for underrepre-
sented communities to participate and achieve demonstrable, beneficial outcomes.

 � Take action for equity, elevate the interests of the historically and currently marginalized, and promote a 
climate-smart future that also leads to a just economy.

 � Promote accurate, accessible public information to help our local communities make informed 
decisions.

 � Provide research, analysis, and technical assistance that enables smart public-policy and supports 
public officials; support the development of local/regional expertise, leadership, and knowledge.

 � Promote the traditional knowledge and multi-generational values of the region’s Native American 
cultures and sovereign Tribal Nations in dialogues and solutions.

 � Conduct rigorous tracking to document progress and ensure accountability (e.g., carbon account-
ing and carbon lifecycle analysis; relevant metrics to assess progress toward improved resilience and 
equity), evaluate the work of the CORE Hub itself, and provide transparency and evidence about initiatives 
and outcomes related to the goal, mission, and projects.

One of the world’s most signifi-
cant ecosystems, the Redwood 
Coast of Northwestern Califor-
nia, is truly exceptional. Ancient 
old growth and second growth 
redwood forests—including 
a UNESCO heritage site and 
Indigenous Tribal lands—are 
estimated to absorb more than 
600 million metric tons of car-
bon, or the capacity to seques-
ter almost 10% of the United 
States’ carbon emissions. Now 
in jeopardy due to heat gain, 
fires, and other climate amplified 
threats, this forest embodies our 

The Redwood Region Context

Photo courtesy of CK Cookman

global challenge: the need to 
mitigate, adapt, and absorb in 
recognition that climate change 
is upon us, and that our natural 
and human-made systems re-
quire fast action. Our shared 
global climate change bat-
tle relies on local teamwork 
and timely implementation, 
and this region has demon-
strated success doing 
just that: combining built 
and natural systems with 
human capacity to achieve 
accelerated climate-smart 
resilience.
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Offshore Wind Energy: An Immediate Focus
The Pacific Coast of the U.S. is the latest international 
location for the development of offshore wind energy. 
The Department of Interior, through its Bureau of Ocean 
Energy Management (BOEM), recently began the pro-
cess to license offshore wind production on the Pacific 
Coast. Areas offshore from two California regions are 
under assessment, including sites near Humboldt Bay 
in the Redwood Region/North Coast—which has one 
of the country’s best wind resources approximately 20 
miles offshore—and Morro Bay on the Central Coast. 

If designed and implemented appropriately, off-
shore wind has potential to be a relatively clean 
and resilient energy source within the Redwood 
Region that can improve local power reliability and 
reduce dependence on fossil fuels. 

Offshore wind’s potential is being explored within 
contexts of precious wildlife, Tribal Nations’ traditions 
and community resilience, and local mariculture and 
tourism economies, among many other consider-
ations. Local shaping of this new industry, including 
strong, equitable partnerships between any offshore 
wind energy developer and the region, is essential 
given the region’s history with resource and human 
exploitation. 

The CORE Hub has been requested by federal, 
Tribal, state, and local governments, agencies, and 
community organizations to facilitate community 
engagement on offshore wind. This engagement 
will include discussions about “community bene-
fits” strategies that will ultimately guide and shape 
this new industry as it develops within the region.  
In this work, we will seek to reduce conflicts, avoid 
maladaptation, and create enduring human, environ-
mental, and economic resilience. 

8.4 MW floating wind turbine for Portugal’s WindFloat 
Atlantic project being towed from assembly dock in North-

western Spain. Photo courtesy of Principle Power

Two 9.5 MW floating wind turbines deployed at Kin-
cardine Offshore Wind project off coast of Aberdeen, 

Scotland. Photo courtesy of Principle Power

9.5 MW floating wind turbine for Scotland’s Kincardine 
Offshore Wind project at assembly dock in The Nether-

lands. Photo courtesy of Principle Power
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 Decarbonized Resilience by 2030: A Wider Focus
The Redwood Region has work to do—the fast-
est net sea level rise on the Pacific Coast and 
groundwater inundation are transforming our 
low-elevation coastlands and we have major 
critical infrastructure to reorganize and relo-
cate. A decade of serious drought has turned 
our usually temperate coastal communities 
into high-risk wildfire zones, with hazardous air 
quality due to frequent wildfires burning. Our 
own senses, confirmed by traditional ecolog-
ical knowledge and other sciences, are telling 
us it is time for serious action to improve our 
overall resilience and reduce emissions to cool 
and calm the planet. 

The CORE Hub is helping the region pair mit-
igations and adaptations for these cascading 
conditions with research and data to prove we 
are—or will become—optimized as a carbon 
sink: no climate emissions, sequestering 
far more climate-forcing elements than our 
systems generate—with the goal of slowing 
the rate of temperature change, and reducing 
the number and severity of emergencies. The 
Redwood Region has the local expertise, 
willingness, and attributes to become the 
first proven carbon-sequestering rural area 
by 2030. 

The CORE Hub helps convene dialogues 
and distribute resources to communities as 
they work to reorganize and relocate built 
and natural systems in better alignment with 
human needs, and to document the processes 
so local communities and other rural regions 
and Tribal Nations have a recipe for their own 
decarbonized resilience.

The Blue Lake Rancheria microgrid integrates a solar array, 
battery storage, and control systems to allow the Rancheria 

campus to operate in tandem with or islanded from the 
main utility grid. It generates renewable energy and provides 

approximately $150,000 in annual electricity savings. The Blue 
Lake Rancheria is a a founding partner of CORE Hub.  

Photo courtesy the  Blue Lake Racheria

Solar array at the Blue Lake Rancheria.  
Photo Courtesy Schatz Energy Research Center.

Please contact info@redwoodcorehub.org 
for more information.

Contact Us


