
General Timeline for Offshore Wind Development in California

The offshore wind development timeline is dependent on a multitude of factors and can be significantly expedited or delayed depending on developer,
agency, and public input processes. The general timeline below is subject to change especially depending on the length of time lessees take to submit Site
Assessment Plans and Construction and Operations Plans as well as the length of time to complete environmental reviews. The list of agencies below are a
part of the permitting and consultation process for floating offshore wind in California. Bolded agencies are lead or significant agencies in the
development process. * Indicates an action or process that are key places for public input
Federal Agencies:
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM)
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
Department of Defense (DOD)
US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
National Marine Fisheries Services (NMFS)
US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
U.S. Coast Guard (USCG)

State Agencies:

California Energy Commission (CEC)
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC)
California Independent Service Operation (CAISO)
California State Lands Commission (CSLC)
California Coastal Commission (CCC)
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)
California Office of Historical Preservation (COHP)

California State Water Resources Control Board (SWRC)

Local Agencies:
Humboldt Bay Harbor District (HBHD)
North Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD)

Approximate Date Lead Agency Action

March 10, 2022 HBHD District Board Meeting to award contract from the Humboldt Bay Harbor District’s Request for
Qualifications (RFQ) for firms to prepare analysis and preliminary designs*

February/March 2022 BOEM Morro Bay Wind Energy Area (WEA) Draft EA Published for 30-day public comment period *

February/March 2022 CEC AB 525 Stakeholder Input Process Begins

March/April 2022 BOEM Humboldt and Morro Bay Final EA’s Published

April 2022 CEC AB 525 Draft CEC Report published for public comment to meet the June 1, 2022 deadline*

May 2022 CEC AB 525 CEC Commissioners to vote on the report

Spring 2022 BOEM Proposed Sale Notice (PSN) published for both Humboldt and Morro Bay with a 60 day comment period.
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PSNs indicate to developers and the public how BOEM intends to evaluate bids for the offshore wind areas
and this can include information about community benefits and the number of lease areas. *

Spring 2022 BOEM Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) Consultation begins with California State Agencies

Spring/Summer 2022 CCC Federal Consistency Determination (CD) in accordance to CZMA*

June 1, 2022 CEC AB 525 “to evaluate and quantify the maximum feasible capacity of offshore wind to achieve reliability,
ratepayer, employment, and decarbonization benefits and to establish offshore wind planning goals for 2030
and 2045, as specified.”

Mid-2022 HBHD Harbor Bay port improvements NEPA and CEQA process begins

Fall 2022 BOEM Lease auction occurs for all lease areas in the Humboldt and Morro Bay WEAs to “confer the exclusive right
to submit Site Assessment Plans (SAPs).”

December 31, 2022 CEC AB 525 Deadline to submit relevant agencies a “preliminary assessment of the economic benefits of offshore
wind as they relate to seaport investments and workforce development needs and standards.”

Winter 2022 through
early 2023

BOEM Pre-Survey meetings and planning between lessee and BOEM

June 30, 2023 CEC AB 525 “Develop a strategic plan for offshore wind energy developments installed off the California coast in
federal waters, as specified.” Deadline to submit the strategic plan to the Natural Resources Agency and the
Legislature.

2023 BOEM Lessee submits Site Assessment Plan (SAP)

2023 BOEM BOEM reviews and approves SAP

2023 through 2028 BOEM Lessee conducts site assessment and surveys

January 2025 CEC, CPUC,
CARB

SB 100 Joint Agency Report

2028 BOEM Lessee submits Construction and Operations Plan (COP)

2028 BOEM BOEM reviews COP*
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2028 CSLC, CARB,
CCC

CSLC begins the CEQA process for the Humboldt and Morro Bay WEAs. CSLC is likely to be the lead agency
in this process. CARB and CCC contribute to the CEQA process.

2029 BOEM BOEM approves COP

2029 and beyond BOEM Lessee installs wind turbines in accordance with submitted COP, design, and installation plans.

Ongoing CEC, CPUC,
CAISO

Electric Integrated Resource Planning and Related Procurement Processes [CPUC 20-05-003]

Ongoing CAISO Transmission Planning Process (TPP)
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